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paid-up coverage for 18 months before being 
laid off, downsized, or leaving jobs voluntari- 
ly. 

Mutual chief actuary Cecil Bykurk said his 
firm is worried it would be required to sell 
insurance to unhealthy people who would 
drive up costs for the 10 million people cov- 
ered by individual insurance policies. “We 
are trying to protect, not Mutual of Omaha, 
but the ability of an individual to buy a rea- 
sonably priced policy to cover their health 
care costs,” he said. 

Similarly, executives at the Health Insur- 
ance Association of America (HIAA), a pow- 
erful umbrella group that many believe was 
instrumental in defeating the Clinton health 
care plan in 1994, also have expressed con- 
cern about being forced to sell policies to in- 
dividuals. 

“Because people who purchase individual 
coverage pay for their coverage 100 percent 
out of their own pockets, these tend, more 
often than not, to be people who have made a 
determination that their health care costs 
are likely to be more expensive than the cost 
of their premiums,” said Richard Coorsh, a 
spokesman for HIAA. 

Bykurk said he was unfamiliar with “holds” 
on the legislation, but said “we have been 



talking to offices on both sides of the aisle, 
across the gamut to educate people about 
the impact on individual plans." 

Laura Thevenot, vice president of fedefal 
affairs at HIAA, said, “We have not Secured 
holds” on the bid. 

Kassebaum said that while other smators 
have raised objections that the bill might get 
loaded up with expensive amendments on 
the Senate floor, “both Senator Kennedy and 
myself are dedicated to keeping it narrowly 
focused.” 

The Kassebaum-Keimedy bill is lesk ambi- 
tious than measures supported by evsjry Re- 
publican senator in 1994. The bill introduced 
that year by Sen. Robert J. Dele (R-Kan.), 
“went much farther than the Kassabaiim- 
Kennedy bill,” according to Lea Nichols, se- 
nior research associate with the Urban Insti- 
tute, limiting preexisting condition;} more 
strictly, for example. Now Dole has responsi- 
bility for calling up the Kassebaum-Kpmedv 
bill 



FOE MORE INFORMATION 
To read the Kassebaum-Kennedy hedl 
reform bill, see Digital Ink, The Post’s 
on-line service. To learn about Digital 
call 202-334-4740. 
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